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Welcome to the summer edition of 31%

Overall it has been a good season of winds and weather and as always there has been
plenty happening at the club as we continue to offer a range of experiences on Saturdays,
some cruising options and a full Sunday racing programme. If you have any tuning or boat
care tips for the winter months why not send in an article for the next edition of 31%-.

David Wraight
NEXT COPY DATE: 15th October 2017
Future copy dates: 15th March 2018
15" June 2018
Copy to: editor@wilsoniansc.org.uk
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Commodores Report

We have had a great start to the main sailing season. We have been blessed with good
weather on most weekends and lots gHiling.

Saturday Junior and Adult skimmers are very popular, with increasing numbers
taking part each week. Many Juniors are showing good improvement and
enjoying regular sailing, supported by many volunteers helping on the water and
the galley. The adult skimmers are progressing very well with the help of
experienced members to enable beginners to develop their skills. It is great to
see new faces also joining the Sunday sailing. Families are welcome to go out
sailing, it isn't necessarily Juniors/Adults only morning/afternoon.

If you are thinking about sailing on Sunday, but don't want to race, you don't
have to race on Sunday, you can follow the fleets down river, so you are around
the area of the Safety boats.

Training courses have been run for Sailing and Powerboating, with everyone
learning new skills and receiving their qualifications. Well done for passing the
courses and thank you to the instructors that helped on all the courses. We are
looking for new dates to run Powerboat courses, so if you are interested, please
contact me.

This@ S | N\elway Regatta was very popular this year, with 71 entries. A great
weekend, with 4 races held. Well done to Martin Smith our Race Officer for running 4
races in very difficult wind conditions. Challenging at times in the fickle winds! Sunday
was the beter day, with good winds for the racing, held later than expected whilst we
waited for some wind. Many thanks to everyone that participated in the racing. We
welcome any comments or suggestions so we can continue to improve the Regatta.
Also,a great thankyou to all the members that made the weekend a great success
both with duties on the day and the preparations. Just a few of the many tasks carried
out to prepare for the Regatta (apologies for the ones missed): Regatta planning, MP
arranged for prizegiving, phone line working, car park cleared, car bays marked,
roadway and verges cleared, dinghy park tidied, rubbish cleared, club powerboats
checked, race flags checked, cess pit emptied, race box forms ready, race notices sent,
publicity sent out, class asciations contacted, trophies ordered, fuel for safety boats,
briefings prepared, duty crews arranged, isfirts sponsored, bow numbers

sponsored, cakes baked, food ordered, beer delivered, safety boats arranged, course
sheets printed and laminated.

Prospects for the fast fleet looks good, with many Musto Skiffs potentially joining the
club, which will make the racing more fun.

Still plenty of the summer left, with Junior week also coming up.

| hope to see you at the club sailing this summer. We have areat club, so letis all
get out onto the water more this year and enjoy our sailing!



Vantage Sailing

Online Dinghy Sailing Chandlery

. ©rolanditrim@

AT

10% discount for Wilsonian SC Members
Parts can be posted to you or delivered to your boat.

We stock parts by

Allen, English Braids, Falker, Harken, Holt, Hyde Sails, Marlow Ropes,
Rain & Sun, Robline, Ronstan, RWO, Seasure, Superspars, West
Mersea Trailers & More!

|l f you candt find what you want on t
chances are that we can get it!!

We are also an approved supplier of Buzz & ISO Parts
and supplier of the New Buzz and ISO sailboats

www.vantagesailing.com
E E Stuart & Zoe -07976 760844
Based at High Halstow, Rochester
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Slow Fleet Report

The season has started well with a lot of interest. We had a good training session for the
Streakers led by Doug Horner. Despite the strong wind it was great to see eight Streakers
out on the water working hard. Thank you to all of those who attended and made the
event so successful. The Streakers now have been tuned, so watch out for all these fast
sailors out on the water!!

Unfortunately, the i T & $treaker d a yhad to be postponed to a later date due to bad
weather conditions.

The recent Creeks Race was quite dramatic. With very strong winds 17 boats started, but
most retired. Andrew Clarke and Jem Causer were the only boat to finish in the Miracle,
congratulations guys!

The Miracle Nationals will be held at Netley Sailing Club, for those who are interested
have a look at http://www.miracledinghy.org/events2017.html While browsing through the
Miracle association website | came across some very useful guides on tuning the boat.

More skimmers have joined the Slow Fleet racing with us on Sundays, welcome aboard!

If you enjoy sailing with Saturday skimmers and you want to unleash those skills to take
your sailing to the next level, then the Slow Fleet is a great, easy and fun way to do this.
We are open to all boats of all handicaps. We race every Sunday and welcome everyone.
There is a race in the morning and in the afternoon, so you can fit it to your lifestyle. We
set the race courses based on what sailors like to do on the day. Come along, start a race
and even if you d o nfidigh the race, you have practiced your start line and standing starts!
There is always something to gain.

Happy Sailing!
George

Cruising News

This year we have looked at a few different cruising options and have offered both shorter
and longer cruises with some linked to other events. While the Thames Barge race cruise
had an early start, we had some good sailing and were in a good position to watch the
race start and to follow the fleet down to Sheerness. The Dutch in the Medway cruise saw
light winds but we managed to make it down to the Rochester bridges and back for the
parade of historic ships and much hooting of steam whistles. The weekend cruise to
Leigh-on-Sea saw a good wind making easy sailing both out and back and giving us time
to enjoy Queenborough while waiting for the various tides to change. There is one last
cruise this year, a picnic on Darnet Island on Saturday 7th October so why not bring
something nice to eat and drink and join us.

David Wraight and Derek Zobel


http://www.miracledinghy.org/events2017.html
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(Oisit us in store 7 days a week Raymarine’

UK Retail Centre Of The Year 2013

/' Over 7,000 Items In Stock

v Knowledgeable & Friendly Staff
v Easy Returns

v Competitive Prices

v Rewarding Loyalty Scheme

" Fast & Reliable Ordering Service
/' Established Over 20 Years

v Buy Online And Collect In-Store

Pirates Cave Ltd
Unit 6 Kendon Business Park, Maritime Close, :
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2000 Fleet

The weather is brightening up and the
longer evenings are finally here!

Here is a quick round up so far of the
2000 sailing at Wilsonian SC

The 2000 Fleet have enjoyed a busy start
to the season with early success in March
2017 in the Warm Up Series with winners
Andy and Lucy Hockey (21914). There
were a few visitors to the 2000 stand at
Alexander Palace Dinghy Show on 4th &
5t March. The Ice Breaker on 26 March
2017 had 14 entries from all fleets in
windy conditions, with John Hewat and
myself in the club boat (22111) finishing
4" and Phil & Gavin Cope (21314) in 12t
with DNF.

Starting in April 2017 the Spring Points
series with results in 2000 fleet 15 (2643)
David & Janice, 2" (21792) Roy & Geoff,
3'd (21405) Nina & Bernard, 4™ Brian &
Charlotte in the club boat, 5" Tim Turin &
Gergio in a club boat; Phil & Gavin
(21314) were the only entry in Junior
Fleet. The Commodores Series also
started on Sunday 30 April 2017 and was
morning of mixed races followed by the
Race 1 with first warning signal at 13.25.
There was a delicious supper choice of
curry or cottage pie afterwards which was
enjoyed by many members. The 2000
fleet have split between the Commodores
and Bosunds | apping
so far are 15t (2643) David & Janice, 4™
(21405) Nina & Bernard, who are also
leading the Ladies Fleet, with Phil &
Gavin (21314) in 3" place in the Novice
Fleet. My son Rich and | had one race on
a very windy day and joined the
Commodores Fleet but had to retire i or
should | say | was too tired to carry on!

May 2017 i On Saturday 13 May 2017,
The Club Open Day for Push the Boat
Out was well attended with 70+ visitors
and The John Yeo Trophy was held for
the evening race and in first place was
David & Janice (2643) and second was
Nina & Bernard (21405).

On Sunday 21 May 2017 South Kent
Race had 20 entries. Having sailed this
once before, | said | would never sail it
again but it turned out to be a very
pleasant forecast and with a choice of
start times allowing entries from all fleets.
Nina & | (21405) came overall 14" place
and it was lovely to have some words of
encouragement from Chris who waited
patiently in the yacht at South Kent buoy
but unfortunately, we coul dnoét
cuppa and biscuit! Roy and Geoff (21792)
finished overall 15" place.

June 2017 so far - Early Summer Points
Series continued and in first place David
& Janice (2643), 2" place Roy & Geoff
(21792) and in joint 3" place is Zoe &
Peter in club boat and Tim & Bethany
also in the club boat.

Sunday 11 June 2017 was the Creeks
Race, with first warning signal at 12.15,
then 2 other start times of 12.45 and
13.15. Last year | remember that this was
one of those epic races, or maybe | was

c ojustraies|owea. mhis was doowed toysthe

Three Race Regatta on 25 June 2017
with first warning signal down river at
12.15

July 2017 - Our Premier Sailing Event
Medway Regatta was on 8" and 9" July
2017, with visitors from the 2000 Class
Association. The (Late) Summer Points

stop



started on 23 July 2017, with Medway
Marathon on 30 July 2017.

August 2017 7 Late Summer Points
continues into August and on 13 August
2017 1itdés Commodores

Following t he purchase of
training boats, the Adult Skimmers has

got off to a great start, with 20+ people
attending most Saturday afternoons.
Additionally, this year the courses for

RYA Level 1 and Level 2 have been

popular and the 2000 are proving to be

good training boats. | am hoping to

convert some of the Adult Skimmers into

2000 sailors.

As 2000 Fleet Captain, | am aware that
our numbers as a fleet are decreasing
and there has been a suggestion that, on
some occasions, we may wish to join in
with the Medium Fleet i what do you
think? Please let me have your feedback.

The 2000 Class Association
www.2000class.org Millennium Series
with MS1 at Chichester YC on 13 & 14
May 2017. The winds were gusty on
Saturday and even more so on Sunday.
Andy and Lucy completed all 6 races, |
had a couple of capsizes on Saturday so
retired part way through race 3, and with
very strong conditions on Sunday, |
retired after 1 |
getting used to sailing Lazy Greyandi t 6 s
great to get the coaching advice,

although 1 think I should change my name
to OMor e
night 806s disco was
results and photos are on Chichester YC
website and
WWW.CYC.C0.uk

| ap Schafldhges. a C €

hereds th

The 2000 Cl ass
link https://www.2000class.org/ have a
busy time ahead. | had a great weekend
in Ullswater YC for the Inland Champs,
despite the long drive, it was a beautiful
3setlrina n§ sailing Lazy Grey with my son
Righ gtdhg kelmswg game overall 2

place.

2000 WSC Fleet Captain,

Happy sailing
Rachel
2000 22321

Lazy Grey

Drascombes

Some of you may have noticed the tan
sails of Annachristo and Broadway the
two Drascombe Luggers sailed by
38M&40™ Strood Sea Scout Group at the
club. While not the best boat for sailing
close to the wind the jib, main and mizzen
layout is based on a traditional working
rig and provides a good balance of sailing
and stability, particularly for club cruises.
With spray hoods, engines and two banks
of oars they can cope with most
4 ; | 6

m st

This year sees the 50" Anniversary of the
Drascombe Lugger and

K b Thee Baturd& a c h e | http:/optimist.co.za/50-years-of-

gbusingss-forgdiageombey tgllg you more.

A few members have enjoyed the
eDralsc'orﬂblé experience on the cruises but

if anyone else would like to try something

different feel free to ask the Scouts.

Associatio
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