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Welcome to the spring edition of 31

The work parties have been completed, work has been done on the boat, the AGM has been
attended and now with the business done it is time to get on the water. Having said that there
Is always plenty to do at the club so if you can offer a skill or some time, please contact any
member of the committee.

The club offers a wide range of opportunities so why not make this year to try a cruise, seek
out other members going the nationals, take the sail or power training offered by the club or
even crew in different boat to see club racing from another perspective.

As always thanks to all the contributors who have made this edition another good read.

David Wraight

NEXT COPY DATE: 15th June 2016
Future copy dates: 15th October 2016
15th March 2017

Copy to: editor@wilsoniansc.org.uk
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From the Commodore...

At last the long winter is over and
hopefully we will have lots of fine sailing
weather this year. This year the work
. parties have been very successful, with
lots of improvements completed. Our
- main task was the repainting of the club
house and boat houses.
Our club lease has been secured for
~ many years to come. The upstream

. slipway works are complete. This

2 should make the slipway much safer
and easier to use this year.
This year's warm-up series enabled
some hardy sailors to get out sailing.
Early in the series it was very windy, but calmed down for the later races. Well done
to everyone that took part and thank you to the volunteers that helped made the
series a success.

Training.

Since the last issue we have increased our Dinghy Instructors, well done to Jeremy
Drummond on becoming a Senior Instructor, plus Dinghy Instructors Anna Crane,
Peter Cyriax, James Downard, Kevin Downard, Amanda Randall, Rachel Sheridan,
Paul Thorpe and Richard Tutt.

Our club handbook lists the Sailing and Powerboat courses already planned for the
year. Please contact Paul Thorpe if you are interested.

Sailing.

A few changes this year; there will be a separate am and pm series for the summer,
to enable those who are unable to attend both races on a Sunday, to complete a
series.

Stewart Robertson has been building a new starting system, using lights instead of
the boards. Trials should start soon. This should make the Race Officers task much
easier, with a computer based automated starting sequence.

The split for slow/medium fleets has been changed, to move Laser Radials into the
slow fleet. Although the fleets fast/medium/slow have handicap guidelines, we can all
choose which fleet we want to race in, however if starting in a different fleet to the
handicap guidelines, you cannot influence the choice of fleet for that course.

Saturday skimmers will have started again for juniors on Saturday mornings.

We have a Miracle dinghy that has been kindly donated to the club by Colin Freed.
This is an ideal dinghy for families to go sailing in. If there are multiple applications,
names will be put into a hat. We would like a £50 donation for the boat. Please
contact me if you are interested and would like to view the boat. A decision will be
made one month after 31% has been published.

Here's to a great sailing season this year!

Martin Vinton
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KSSA is Coming to Wilsonian Sailing Club i Saturday 23" April

We are delighted that KSSA has asked
Wil soni an SC t dpedniongs t
Splash-ot her wi s e
Coachingo,
April. This is an all day regatta and we will
therefore not be running Skimmers that day.

The KSSA regattas cater for all standards of
racer i from those who have only just
started their racing careers though to
experts! Any Wilsonian Junior who has
participated in the Skimmers Racing group
is of an appropriate standard to take part in
this event.

known as
taking “pl ace

to Saturday Skimmers racing, the only
difference ia wedvil have extra boats from
fristieggciist a Wi t h

on Saturday 23
The intention is for two races to be held

back-to-back in the morning. As with
Skimmers, we use Average Lap Racing so
the slower boats such as the Teras might
sail one lap whilst Lasers and faster boats
might sail 3 or 4 laps. Then everyone will
come ashore for lunch, going afloat again in
the afternoon for two further races. Three
races count towards the Regatta results.

So, l ots of fun racing for
So how does it work? First, do look at the parents (or indeed other Wilsonian members
Events section of the KSSA website whodd | i ke to volunteer) we

www.kssa.co.uk . If you are expecting that
you will be able to take part, please pre-
register as soon as possible. This is simply
to give us, as hosts, an indication of
numbers so we can plan safety cover and
catering. If you pre-register but for whatever
reason candt come
no fee due.

Registration will be from 9am. If you have
pre-registered it is simply a matter of the
sailor and parent/guardian signing the form,
paying the fee - for single handers £10 and
double handers £12 7 and collecting a tally
band. It is possible to enter on the day and
complete the form at the Club (for this the
fees are £15 and £18 respectively).

Tally bands are part of the safety system.
Each sailor will be allocated a tally band with
a number. When coming ashore the tally
band is returned to the Race Office and the
signing off sheet signed. Sailors collect their
tally bands again in the afternoon prior to
launching and return them once ashore after
racing.

The kitchen will be serving bacon rolls and
drinks from 9a.m. as well as lunch and
afternoon tea and cakes. Sailors will need

to be rigged and changed in time for the
Race Officerds briefi
Race Officer will explain the racing area
(which will be in sight of the Clubhouse) and
course to be sailed. This will be very similar

al ong

assistance too. This event does not fall

within the usual Duty Rota so we will be
needing help with the catering, safety cover,
recording of times in the Committee boat

and also help launching and recovering

boats from the shore. Many of the sailors

are singlé Hardergsa elp onthand suigably s
dressed to go into the water, hold boats and
retrieve trolleys is very useful.

For Wilsonian Juniors who do not have their
own boats, it is possible to use a Club boat.
However, these need to be booked in
advance (please contact Jo) and will be
allocated on a first come, first served basis.

It would be good to see as many of our
Skimmers racers as possible representing
the Club at this KSSA regatta and there will
be on water coaching for the less
experienced. The Regatta is also an
opportunity to find out more about KSSA
activities including how to qualify for the
Kent Team, sailing for Kent at both regional
and national level. And as well as all that,
this should be a gdod
come along and support our Juniors!

at 10. 15a. m. The
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http://www.kssa.co.uk/

It's Skimmers time again

Saturday Skimmers is now underway.
Sessions run from 9.30am to 1pm with
sailors grouped according to ability.
There will be a register to sign in so
that we know who is attending and

Racing

The Racing group usually sails three
short back-to-back races. As long as
you can sail competently to windward,
you can join in with the racing.
Wherever possible we offer on water
coaching to assist those with less

who will be the sail ®expérience) Thetfirsorace staits

guardian for the day. Please avoid
arriving after 10 a.m. (beginners and
intermediates) as we need to know
numbers each day as soon as possible
in order to allocate instructors, safety
boats and club boats.

We are dependent on parent/guardian
volunteers to support these sessions.
Lending a hand with the running of the
programme from time to time or
regularly is a great way to get to know
other members and their families and
to enjoy the benefits of the Club.

We need help with

i safety boats i driver/crew
(please bring some kit or use
Club Kit)

9 the kitchen 1 to cook & serve
the sausages

1 the racing - assistant to the
Race Officer (great view of the
action)

9 general help on the beach i
bringing boats to the beach and
back to the dinghy park

1 launching/recovery of boats
(the Race Officer and
instructors will advise when to
launch)

1 making sure that borrowed
sailing kit is rinsed out and
hung back up in the clothing
shed

promptly at 11 a.m. but pleased be
rigged and changed by 10.30 a.m. to
help with the launch of the safety
boats. There will be four race series
during the year with a trophy awarded
at the Prize Giving dinner to the winner
of each of the series.

Intermediates
Where possible we will run an

intermediate group (often in Toppers
and Teras), aimed at improving sailing
skills sufficiently to progress to the
racing group.

Beginners

This group mainly uses Optimist
dinghies sailing between the shore and
the first line of moorings. Whilst it is
usually possible to have all our
Optimist dinghies on the water, there
may be occasions where adverse wind
and tide conditions mean only one or
two boats can be launched. If the
instructor deems conditions to be too
windy for this group, the session may
instead be held ashore.

We look forward to welcoming you all
to Saturday Skimmers 2016 for some
great sailing!

The Skimmers Team
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Junior Get together Forthcoming Dates

_— 23rd April KSSA Regatta
On Thursday 18th February the juniors .
had a get toéether, in prepgratiojn for the 15th May Friday Fun days
start of the season. We went climbing at 21st May Open Day / Push
the Kent Scout climbing wall in Maidstone. the Boat Out Day
28th May Adult Improvers
Start
11th June John Yeo Evening
Race and Supper
2nd 3rd July Medway Regatta
9th July Saturday River Festival
11.30-17.30
10th July Admirals Cruise
30th Oct Laying Up Supper

Christine Godber

Those who came had a great time,

climbing many different types of walls, The House Committee will be covering
Jayne Thorpe even put some of us to the following events:

shame- yes me. We ended the evening

with an abseil from two storeys up. Open Day / Push the Boat Out Day

Donations of any cakes, quiches &
culinary delights welcome

Medway Regatta

Donations of any cakes, quiches &
culinary delights welcome

Laying Up Supper
Full details to follow

Christmas Dinner Sunday 18th
December

Full details to follow

Please contact the House Committee
members if you can help at any event

Nina

Thanks to Steven West for helping
organise this event.

If anybody fancies another go at climbing,
sessions run at the weekends.

Richard Tutt - Junior Fleet Captain
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Orne of the [argest chandlery stores in the (KK

)

Pirates Cave/

CHANDLERY
Qisit us in store 7 days a week Raymarine’

UK Retail Centre Of The Year 2013

v Over 7,000 Items In Stock

v Knowledgeable & Friendly Staff
e Easy Returns

v Competitive Prices

v Rewarding Loyalty Scheme

v Fast & Reliable Ordering Service
v Established Over 20 Years

v Buy Online And Collect In-Store

Pirates Cave Ltd

Unit 6 Kendon Business Park, Maritime Close,

Medway City Estate, Rochester, Kent MEZ 4)F

Phone: 01634 295233, sales@piratescave.co.uk e
Twitter: @piratescave (Fret an up front discount & earn pownis

W . [ty reward card
Facebook.com/piratescave with our loyalty

www.piratescave.co.uk

“Terms and conditions apply.
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